1908]                 The Archduke Franz-Ferdinand

where he will be little regretted and that Jagow is to replace
him. He is perhaps intelligent and has sound knowledge of
your terrain, but he's one of Holstein's most ardent adherents
and the latter considers him one of his closest collaborators.
This is a very bad mark in my eyes.

Berlin, I9th-22nd December, 1908.

There is certainly great public feeling against Bulow but
I don't believe the stroke of the bell announcing his end is
very close. Bulow clings to power as much as ever and
there's no-one to replace him, because the Emperor won't
hear of Baron Marschall who is at Constantinople. Their
two characters don't hit it off.

They say Aerenthal and Iswolski are also put out with
each other. At Vienna the Emperor has pulled himself
together and without any fuss has let it be known that he
won't under any pretext close his reign by a war and he
won't give in to either the Heir-Apparent or to Aerenthal,
and not at any price will he continue the policy begun in the
affair of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The old Sovereign has
preferred to draw back rather than pursue the path on which
they wanted him to embark. It is prudence which has
dominated his thoughts and his responsibilities. The Heir-
to-the-Throne is exceedingly displeased with his uncle and
has spoken very openly and said he would rather for the
good of Austria his uncle abdicated. That's all very well
and doesn't prove any too clearly that the nephew one day
will be up to the mission which awaits him in the not far
distant future. This Archduke inspires in me no confidence
for the future of Austria.

Here the Emperor is beginning to show himself at Potsdam.
He appeared in a good humour at a dinner of the Hussars
and the Guards. His colour must be greyer and more sickly
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